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him” John 1:1,3; “one God the Father
of whom are all things…and one
Lord Jesus Christ by whom are all
things” 1Corinthians 8:6; “his dear
Son… For by him were all things
created” Colossians 1:13,16.
The testimony of Jesus continues.
“The Father wrought by His Son in
the creation of all heavenly beings.”
Patriarchs and Prophets p. 34.2; 36.2;
“In the beginning the Father and the
Son had rested upon the Sabbath after
Their work of creation.” Desire of
Ages p. 769.2; “Especially was his
Son to work in union with himself in
the anticipated creation of the earth
and every living thing that should
exist upon the earth.” Spirit of
Prophecy vol. 1 p. 17.2; “After the
earth was created, and the beasts
upon it, the Father and Son carried
out their purpose, which was
designed before the fall of Satan, to
make man in their own image.” Ibid
p. 24.2; “The Son of God was in the
form of God, and he thought it not
robbery to be equal with God… He
had united with the Father in the
creation of man...”
2SP 10.2; “Before the fall of Satan,
the Father consulted his Son in regard

since 1980 the official teaching of the
church on the personality of God.
The writers—an associate editor of
the Review, an ex-Father-Son
believer, a repentant Father-Son
believer now a professor at Andrews,
a retired director of the BRI, and a
Healthcare executive—all voice their
concerns, express their convictions,
and acknowledge their uncertainties
regarding the incomprehensible
mystery of the one triune God.
It is lamentable that with so many
differing authors, so much was left
unsaid in this Pentagon of perspectives. And because there is so much
more to consider, in this installment
we will examine the first two essays.
For those who might desire an additional view from Scripture and
Inspiration, we offer the following.
The “So What?” piece, subtitled
“3 + 1 is not bad math,” attempts to
demonstrate that all “three members” were involved in creation.
Genesis states that God created, the
Spirit/ breath of God moved, God
said, and the Lord God formed man.
Scripture also informs us that “by the
word of the Lord were the heavens
made, and all the host of them by the
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to the formation of man.” Spiritual
Gifts vol. 3 p. 36.1.
Jesus said, “God is a spirit” John
4:24. His Spirit Is His presence.
Psalm 139:7. Jesus said it is “the
Spirit of your Father which speaks in
you.” Matt 10:20. The Spirit of God
is a person, because “the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”
(2Cor 11:31; Eph 1:3; 1Peter 1:3) is a
person and the Son of God is the
express image of the Father’s
person. Heb 1:3. “The Father loves
the Son and has given all things into
his hand” John 3:35 “and has given
not the Spirit by measure unto
him” John 3:34 because the Spirit is
the life (John 6:63). Ellen White
concurred, “By
His Spirit He [God] is everywhere
present.” Education p. 132. “The
Father gave His Spirit without
measure to His Son, and we also
may partake of its fullness.” Great
Controversy p. 477. “Christ gives
them the breath of His own spirit, the
life of His own life.” Desire of
Ages p. 827. “The Holy Spirit, who is
as much a person as God is a person,
is walking through these grounds,
unseen by human eyes; that the Lord
God is our Keeper and Helper. He
hears every word we utter and knows
every thought of the mind.” Sermons
and Talks vol. 2 p. 136, 1899. “Christ
walks unseen through our streets.”
Ministry of Healing p. 107.
Jesus said, “I am the way, the
truth, and the life; no man comes to
the Father but by me.” John 14:6.
There is only one way to the Father.
“There is one God and one mediator
between God and men, the man
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Christ Jesus.” 1Timothy 2:5. “We
have an advocate [Gr. Parakletos]
with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous.” 1John 2:1. “The Father
…shall give you another Comforter
[Gr. Parakletos]…even the Spirit of
truth;” “the world…sees him not”
John 14:16,17. “He that loves me
shall be loved of my Father, and I
will love him, and will manifest
myself to him.” Verse 21. The
disciples under-stood that Jesus was
speaking about himself. “How is it
that you will manifest yourself to us
and not to the world?” John 14:22.
Ellen White explained, “That Christ
should manifest Himself to them,
and yet be invisible to the world, was
a mystery to the disciples. They could
not understand the words of Christ in
their spiritual sense. They were
thinking of the outward, visible
manifestation. They could not take in
the fact that they could have the
presence of Christ with them, and yet
He be unseen by the world. They did
not understand the meaning of
a spiritual manifestation.” Ms441897.3
Jesus is the truth; the Father will
send the Spirit of truth; the world
sees him not, but Jesus will manifest
himself to them. Why? “Because you
are sons, God has sent the Spirit of
His Son into your hearts crying,
Abba, Father.” Galatians 4:6. The
Spirit of the Son dwells in us just as
“the Spirit of Christ which was in”
the prophets “signified and
testified” 1Peter 1:10,11. Ellen White
agreed, “The divine Spirit…the
world’s Redeemer promised to send
is the presence and power of God.”
n
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ST Nov 23, 1891. “This refers to the
omnipresence of the Spirit of Christ,
called the Comforter.” Lt7-1891.14;
14MR 179.2. “Christ declared that
the divine influence of His Spirit was
to be with His followers unto the
end.” AA p. 49. “Lo, I am with
you always, even unto the end of the
world.” Matt 28:20. “Sin could be
resisted and overcome only through
the mighty agency of the third
person of the Godhead…Christ has
given His Spirit as a divine power to
overcome all hereditary and
cultivated tendencies to evil” DA
671.2.
What is Christ’s Spirit? Jesus said
He “has the seven Spirits of God.”
Rev 3:1. He is the one standing
among the golden candlesticks before
the throne in Revelation 1:13. This is
where the seven Spirits of God are.
Rev 4:5. Jesus is next seen before the
throne as the Lamb of God with
“seven eyes which are the seven
Spirits of God sent forth into all the
earth.” Rev 5:6. He has ascended
back to the Father and “having
received of the Father the promise of
the Holy Ghost, he has shed forth
this” Acts 2:33, his omnipresence.
The first essay continues by admiring the “voluntary submission of
the members of the Godhead…They
submit to each other” but no
Scriptural reference is offered to
support this assertion. Later in essay
four we are assured, “There is no hint
in the Bible of an eternal hierarchical
order among the three.” Then let us
consider the following:
“Then comes the end, when he
[Christ] shall have delivered up the
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kingdom to God, even the Father
…then shall the Son also himself be
subject unto him” 1Cor 15:24,27.
“That every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father.” Philippians 2:11.
“My Father is greater than I” John
14:28. “Neither he that is sent
greater than he that sent him” John
13:16. “Even as I overcame and am
set down with my Father in His
throne” Rev 3:21. There is, however,
no text describing the Son submitting
or praying or even speaking to the
Spirit, nor the Father submitting or
praying to the Son nor the Spirit, and
no text indicating that the Spirit
submits to the Father or the Son.
There is ample evidence of the
Father’s love for His Son. “For the
Father loveth the Son, and shows him
all things that Himself doeth” John
5:20; “The Father loves the Son, and
has given all things into his hand.”
John 3:35. “Christ is invested with
power to give life to all creatures…For as the Father has life in
Himself, so has He given to the
Son to have life in himself. (John
5:26)” RH April 5, 1906.12 “This
is my beloved Son in whom I am
well pleased.” Matthew 3:17; 17:5.
“Therefore does my Father love me,”
Jesus said. John 10:17. In the entire
chapter of John 17, Jesus converses
with His Father, saying, “Thou lovest
me before the foundation of the
world.” John 17:24. But there is no
record of any exchange between the
Father or the Son with a separate
Spirit. Rather, the Son simply prays,
“as Thou, Father, art in me…and I in
them.” John 17:21,26.
n
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The second essay incorrectly
characterized the Bible teaching on
the Holy Spirit. The writer states, “I
came to believe that the Holy Spirit
was not a person like the Father and
the Son…” Jesus spoke of the Spirit
of Truth, the Comforter as a person;
the apostles recognized the Spirit as a
person, but not as a separate person.
The spirit of man within man knows
the things of a man: it is his
conscious, mental awareness of
thoughts and feelings, but it is not a
separate person. “Even so, the things
of God knows no man, but the Spirit
of God.” 1Cor 2:11. Isaiah 40:13
asks, “Who has directed the Spirit of
the Lord, or being his counsellor has
taught him?” Paul quotes this passage
twice using the equivalent meaning:
“Who has known the mind of the
Lord? Or who has been his
counsellor?” Romans 11:34; 1Cor
2:16. “But we have the mind of
Christ” the Spirit of Christ, the
presence of Christ. “Know ye not
your own selves how that Jesus
Christ is in you?” 2Cor 13:5. “Know
ye not that your body is the temple of
the holy Ghost which is in you?”
1Cor 6:19. “In that day you shall
know that…I [am] in you” John
14:20. “Christ lives in me” Galatians
2:20. “The mystery which has been
hid for ages…which is Christ in you,
the hope of glory.” Col 1:26.27.
“Now the Lord is that Spirit: and
where the Lord is, there
is liberty.” 2Cor 3:17. “If the Son
therefore shall make you free, you
shall be free indeed.” John 8:36.
“Where two or more are gathered in
my name, there am I in the midst of
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them” Matthew 18:20. Jesus
“breathed on them, and said unto
them, Receive ye the Holy
Ghost” John 20:22. “Thus Christ
gave to humanity an existence out of
Himself…The Holy Spirit, which
proceeds from the only begotten Son
of God, binds the human agent, body,
soul, and spirit, to the perfect, divinehuman nature of Christ.” RH April 5,
1906.16. “Do not forget that you
have a Comforter, the Holy Spirit,
which Christ has appointed. You are
never alone. If you will listen to the
voice that now speaks to you, if you
will respond without delay to the
knocking at the door of your heart,
“Come in, Lord Jesus, that I may sup
with Thee, and Thee with me,”
the heavenly Guest will enter.
When this element, which is all
divine, abides with you, there is
peace and rest.” AH p. 350.3; Letter
124, 1897. “The Holy Spirit is
Himself, divested of the personality
of humanity, and independent
thereof. He would represent
Himself as present in all places
by His Holy Spirit, as the
Omnipresent.” Lt119-1895.18
The divine Son of God is also
“the man Christ Jesus,” the Son of
man. He is “the only being in all the
universe who can enter into all the
purposes and counsels of God.”
Great Controversy p. 493.1. He is
also the only divine being who
has two natures: divine spirit, and
mortal flesh. “That which is born of
the Spirit is spirit” (that which is born
of the flesh is flesh) John 3:6. Christ
was twice born, even as we also must
be. He is Spirit and He is Flesh. He
n
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has two personalities: the personality
of divinity and the personality of
humanity. He is the only being in all
the universe who could divest himself of the personality of humanity
and remain independent in his
personality of divinity—the Spirit of
Christ.
Yet, we are told that “God and
Christ are two personalities, distinct
and separate.” Lt52-1906.23; Ms1831907.34; Ms140-1903.44; Ms1831907.35; Ms145-1905.18; “Christ
and the Father” Lt331-1905.5; RH
Aug 15, 1907; “the Father and the
Son, are two personalities” Ms1771907.1; “their distinct personalities”
Ms49-1906.3; RH Aug 1, 1907.8;
“the personalities of God and the
Son” Ms111-1903.7. Thus they are
two separate identities. “The Lord
Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of
the Father, is truly God in infinity,
but not in personality.” Ms116-1905;
UL p. 367. “They were two, yet little
short of being identical; two in
individuality, yet one in spirit, and
heart, and character.” Youth’s
Instructor Dec 16, 1897. And because
Christ has two personalities, there is a
“heavenly trio.” “Three personalities; and these three personalities are the pledged power from
God…the three great Worthies, the
Powers in heaven…” Ms1391906.15.
Essay number two begins with a
fairly good description of the Biblical
truth about God and His Son. Unfortunately, no Scriptural references
were provided. Here they are:
“And this is life that they might
know Thee [Father], the only true
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God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou
hast sent.” John 17:3. “The living
and true God; and…his Son…whom
He raised from the dead, even
Jesus” 1Thessalonians 1:9,10. “The
word was with God, and the word
was God” John 1:1, “being in the
form of God…equal with God” Phil
2:6. “…equal with God, because God
was his Father” John 5:18. “He
has by inheritance obtained a more
excellent name than” the angels. Heb
1:4. He was God’s “Son, whom He
has appointed heir of all things” Heb
1:2. “I live by the Father,” Jesus
said. John 6:57. “I proceeded forth
and came from God” John 8:42;
“I came out from God. I came forth
from the Father” John 16:27,28.
“…they know surely that I came out
from Thee” John 17:8. Four statements by Jesus Himself, using the
Greek word Exelthon (first person
past tense of the verb Exerchomai—
to come out, Ex- as in exit). This
word is used in relation to persons in
only two instances: evil spirits being
cast out of those possessed with
them, and Jesus coming out of the
Father who possessed him, “the
beginning of His way” Proverbs 8:22.
The preposition "in" is not in the
Hebrew text in this verse: the word is
reshith not b'reshith as found in Gen
1:1.
Jesus is the Stone “cut out of the
mountain without hands” Daniel
2:45. Jesus referred to Himself as this
same Stone “on whomsoever it shall
fall, it will grind him to powder”
Matthew 21:44; Luke 20:18, “like the
chaff of the summer threshing
floors” Daniel 2:35. Coming out of
n
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the Mountain, the Stone has the same
substanceas the Mountain, the same
nature, the same enduring qualities
and attributes, and “there never was a
time” when it “was not in close
association with the eternal”
Mountain. ST August 29, 1900.
The writer wondered, “Why did it
seem that so few genuine Christians
believed this teaching?” Jesus said,
“Straight is the gate, and narrow is
the way, which leads unto life, and
few there be that find it.” Matt 7:14.
“Those to whom the message of truth
is spoken seldom ask, “Is it true?”
but, “By whom is it advocated?”
Multitudes estimate it by the numbers
who accept it; and the question is still
asked, “Have any of the learned men
or religious leaders believed? ...it is
not an argument against the truth, that
large numbers are not ready to accept
it, or that it is not received by the
world's great men, or even by the
religious leaders.” Desire of Ages p.
459.5
He next questions, “Didn’t [Ellen
White] say that the Holy Spirit is a
mystery, not clearly revealed?” No,
she said, “The nature of the Holy
Spirit is a mystery. Men cannot
explain it [the nature of the Holy
Spirit], because the Lord has not
revealed it [the nature of the Holy
Spirit] to them.” Acts of the Apostles
p. 52.1; 14MR p. 179.1 “…it [the
nature of the Holy Spirit] is not
clearly revealed.” Lt7-1891.13. It is
the identity of the Spirit that she
makes very clear. “…another
Comforter, even the Spirit of truth
(which is Christ formed within the
hope of glory,) whom the world
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cannot receive, because it sees him
not: but you know him…” Ms241898.21 (parenthetical comment
hers). “Christ is to be known by the
blessed name of Comforter.” Ms71902.10. “Christ was the Spirit of
truth.” Ms44 -1897; Southern
Review Oct 25, 1898.
Essay two then suggests that for
God to bring Christ into existence
and “clone Himself” because of His
foreknowledge that sin would arise
“casts aspersions on the love of God”
and “destroys the whole plan of
redemption!” That is not why God
“brought forth” His Son. Proverbs
8:24. The Wisdom of God was
manifested in bringing forth a Son for
the benefit of all finite created beings.
The Father could not demonstrate to
them the character of obedience and
loving submission, for He submits to
no one. “He saw that there was no
man, and wondered that there was no
intercessor: therefore his arm brought
salvation unto him” Isaiah 59:16. He
needed a mediator between Himself
and His creation, “the express image
of His person” Heb 1:3, “the image of
the invisible God” Col 1:15, “to give
the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ” 2Cor 4:6. “The Word existed
as a divine being, even as the eternal
Son of God, in union and oneness
with His Father. From everlasting He
was the Mediator of the covenant”
the everlasting covenant between the
Creator and His creation, angels and
men. RH April 5, 1906.5. “In the Son
of God the inexpressible goodness of
God is revealed…in his Son we see
the glory of the divine attributes…for
n

August-September 2018

6

Christ is he who represents the
Father.” ST Dec 12, 1895.3-5.
“Not a son by creation, as were
the angels, nor a son by adoption, as
is the forgiven sinner, but a Son
begotten in the express image of the
Father’s person, and in all the brightness of his majesty and glory, one
equal with God in authority, dignity,
and divine perfection.” ST May 30,
1895.3. “God is the Father of Christ;
Christ is the Son of God. To Christ
has been given an exalted position.
He has been made equal with the
Father.” 8T p. 268.3. The Father gave
“all things” to His Son—His own
“original, unborrowed, underived
life”, “so has He given to the Son to
have life [Gr. zoen, immortal, eternal
life] in himself.” John 5:26. He has
“given him a name above all
names” Phil 2:9. “Jehovah is the
name given to Christ.” ST May 3,
1899.18. He gave His Son His own
“glory…before the world was” John
17:5. He has “given him dominion,
and glory, and a kingdom” Daniel
7:13.
A bold statement concludes essay
two. “…God’s love does not depend
on a literal Father-Son relationship as
we understand it.” Yes, not as we
understand it; not by procreation. The
witness of God’s word is that He had
a real Son by inheritance before
sending him to this world. “In this
is manifested the love of God toward
us in that God sent His only begotten
Son into the world that we might live
through him.” 1John 4:9. He had a
Son to send. The eternal divine Son
of God was sent into the world to
become the Son of man (RH March
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8, 1881.6; 17MR 25.3; Ms451892.2), to become the Son of God in
a new sense (Ms22-1905.5). What
was the old sense, the original sense?
“The Eternal Father, the unchangedable one, gave his only begotten Son,
tore from his bosom him who was
made in the express image of his
person, and sent him down to earth to
reveal how greatly he loved mankind.
RH July 9, 1895.
For further study you can review the
remaining two editorial addressing other
essays in this series at www.trsc.today

Notice!
We have several thousand copies
of the full color, hard bound Great
Controversy books printed in
Denmark. Beautiful for gifts with
a donation of $10.
(includes shipping)
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Forgive: a short word study.
Gen 50:17 First occurrence is the
dying words of Jacob to his sons
advising them to approach Joseph,
governor of Egypt, with their request
that he forgive them. Joseph’s
response? “Fear not! Am I in the
place of God?” Ask Him for forgiveness. You thought to do me evil, but
God turned it into good to save the
lives many people.
Exodus 32:32 Moses asks God to
forgive Israel for their great sin of
worshipping the golden calf; “and if
not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy
book.” The LORD says, “Mine Angel
shall go before thee” verse 34.
Joshua 24:19, 20 “The LORD is a
holy God, a jealous God; He will not
forgive your transgressions nor your
sins, if you forsake the LORD and
serve strange gods.”
2Chr 7:14 “If my people, which
are called by my name, shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my
face, and turn from their wicked
ways; then will I hear from heaven,
and will forgive their sin, and will
heal their land.”
Jeremiah 31:34 “I will forgive their
iniquity, and remember their sin no
more.”
Matthew 6:14 “For if you forgive
men their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will forgive you.”
Luke 6:37 Judge not and ye shall
not be judged: condemn not, and ye
shall not be condemned: forgive, and
ye shall be forgiven”
1John 1:9 “If we confess our sins,
He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.”

Join us on live-streaming Sabbaths
for our continued series of Bible and
Spirit of Prophecy studies using the
latest EGWwritings App as a tool for
discovery and organization of our
favorite topics: the Father and Son,
Their love, sacrifice, and presence,
health and healing, prophecy and
history, justice and mercy, law and
covenants, Sabbath and Worship.
This is a show and tell exercise
which has matured finally with a
good quality viewing experience for
our on-line audience. You can catch
up by visiting our YouTube channel
and watching the previous studies:
The Throne of God, First Born of
Heaven, The Spirit, Persons and
Personalities, the Divine Nature, and
the Death of Christ.
In the past, it was a tedious and
time consuming work of pouring
through indexes, concordances,
searching manually through many
book pages and then writing up or
typing your findings.
But the new tools which you can
download to your PC, laptop, tablet
or phone have vastly streamlined this
effort and made searching for gems
of truth a fun and rewarding
endeavor.
We encourage users to make a
donation to the White Estate so that
these apps can be supported and
maintained for the benefit of all.
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Greet Chris & Dean
As Ben Kramlich leaves for the
mission fields of Puerto Rico,
South Africa, and Australia, we
were very blessed to have Chris
Sepulveda join the TRSC family
in supporting Eden Pointe
outreach and witnessing to our
friends and guests. We met Chris
at the San Jose meetings earlier
this year. He visited us at
Pentecost and we were very
impressed with his dedicated spirit
and love for the truth.

Now Available in
Low Cost Quantities
276 pages for a suggested donation
of $5.00. Laminated cover, perfect
bound at less than half what it costs
us to produce with our fixed-price
digital press. Economy of scale
comes from printing 5000 copies at
a time. Chose the site closest to you
to minimize the shipping costs:
Georgia (TRSC: 706-692-8954)
California (phone: 530-401-3827)
Washington/British Columbia
(Ray Foucher Box 607
Greenwood, Bc V0H1J0)

Also available in boxes of 32 for a
donation of $3.50 each ($112).
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And this is Dean Nipper, our new
maintenance, auto mechanic,
plumber, electrician, carpenter…
His life is changing and thriving!

It’s the same problem that the Jewish
leaders had with their position on who
the Messiah was supposed to be and what
He was supposed to do. John
Loughborough got it right in his “five
steps to apostasy." It’s sad to realize how
we were brainwashed during our years in
Adventist education. I wished
I had known this a long time ago. But
I am rejoicing that I know it now.
California

From the Mailbox

Thanks for a generous quantity of your
literature sent about a month ago. I have
read all of it and I’m in full agreement.
This is not a new issue for me. But your
research has proved an overwhelming
amount of material I have not seen
before.
North Carolina
Thank you for sending the selection of
materials to me. The study Godhead –
Trinity is my current favorite. It is the
one book I plan to give to my relatives.
Most of them are SDA and will be
surprised by the truth.
Oregon

Eden Pointe had two 5-day Health
Camps last month. These are more
attractive to many with limited time
and resources. The emphasis is on
cleansing and detoxing as dramatic
results are seen with our program of
juice fasting and natural methods.

I am just reading Theos for the umpteenth time and wanted to thank you
again for putting together such a logical,
common sense series of articles. I have
been thoroughly blessed by each one of
the five papers. It’s unfathomable to me
why so many people in general and SDA
administrators and Theologians in particular don’t get it, because it is so crystal
clear. Perhaps the reason is they would
have to alter so much of Adventist
doctrine and admit that they’ve been
wrong and how they have deceived so
many in their quest to be an accepted
denomination with all of the others.
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September 1 introduced our first
Biblical Lifestyle 101 class in our
new down town Jasper model
kitchen.
A screen shows the overhead camera
view as Sharyn and Carolyn demonstrated the preparation of number
of gourmet dishes.
Then our guests enjoyed their meal as
Gary lectured on the dangers of
foreign proteins and the benefits of
God’s live food.
n
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On the menu was our favorite

“Buttermilk”
corn bread recipe
2 c. organic unbleached white
flour
2 c. non GMO corn meal
½ c. organic cane sugar
2 tsp. Himalayan salt
2 tsp. baking soda
Mix together wet ingredients:
4 Tbs. apple cider vinegar with a
“mother”
Then add enough almond or soy
milk (unsweetened, unflavored) to
the vinegar to total 4 c. of liquid.
½ c. grapeseed or avocado oil
Make 2 “eggs” by mixing two
Tbs. flax meal with 6 Tbs. water.
Add all wet ingredients at once
into the dry ingredients & stir with
a hand mixer until well blended.
Pour into a 9 x 13” sprayed baking
dish & bake at 350 degrees for 45
min. or until slightly golden on
top & firm to the touch.
Yum!
Talking Rock Sabbath Chapel Talk
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Talking Rock Sabbath Chapel
1250 W. Price Creek Rd
Talking Rock, GA 39175

The wise man builds
his house upon the
Rock
Truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son 1John 1:3

